











13. Electronic Devices/Cell Phones

Jurors may possess electronic devices in the
courthouse. However, the use of cell phones and all
electronic devises is prohibited in the courtroom. All
electronic devices and cell phones must be turned off
while court is in session.

During jury deliberations ALL devices
will be held by court staff.

Further, each person summoned as a prospective juror
for the Court of Common Pleas of Clarion County must
carefully follow the PA Rules of Court with regard to
their use of electronic devices during their service. In
order for the jury system to work as intended, absolute
impartiality on the part of the jurors is necessary. Such
impartiality is achieved by restricting the information
upon which the jurors will base their decision to that
information which is presented in court.

Information specifically on the use of electronic
devices is included in the package sent to you when
you are summoned for jury service. Please read that
information carefully and follow the directives set
forth. After you arrive for jury service and throughout
your service, you will be reminded numerous times of
the rules that you must follow. Anyone violating the
Court’s instructions regarding the use of electronic
devices risks being found in contempt of court and
sanctioned by the court.

Your Conduct As A Juror

If you are a juror it is imperative that you not only serve
with the utmost integrity but also that you conduct yourself in
such a manner that no suspicion is cast on your behavior.

If any person attempts to influence you outside the
Courtroom, YOU SHOULD REPORT THIS IMMEDIATELY to a
tipstaff or to the Court Administrator

If any threats are made or if you are harassed in any way,
YOU SHOULD ALSO REPORT THIS IMMEDIATELY.

When you are actively sitting on a jury, care should be taken
to avoid conversations with persons in the hallways, restrooms,
and elsewhere. Even though such acts may be entirely innocent,
the impression is created that you are involved in misconduct.

When you are accepted as a juror on a case you take an oath
to try the case upon the law and the evidence. This means that
your verdict should not be influenced by what people tell you
outside the courtroom nor should you make any personal
investigations.

If you fail to report improper approaches or harassment, it
may require a reversal of the jury’s verdict and the retrial of the
case. If an unlawful attempt is made to influence you, criminal
charges may be filed against the person or persons doing so.



Jury service honorably performed is as important in the
defense of our country, its Constitution and Laws, and the
ideals and standards for which they stand, as the service

that is rendered by the soldier on the field of battle in a
time of war.

Judge George H. Boldt
United States Federal Court
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