
 
Clarion County Board of Commissioners 

Meeting Minutes 
September 24, 2013 

 
Those Present:      Trisha Douglas    Treasurer Snyder   Carol Clinger    Kay Rupert     Angi Keller 
  Donna Reinsel     Evanne Gareis (LV)   Zabrina Evans (C-93)   Scott Seeley (Clarion News)        
Roll Call: Commissioner Brosius-present Commissioner Campbell-present Commissioner Faller-present 
 
Approval of the Agenda 
On a motion made by Commissioner Campbell and second by Commissioner Faller to approve the agenda as 
presented, the motion passed. 
Approval of the Minutes: dated September 10, 2013. 
On a motion made by Commissioner Faller and second by Commissioner Campbell to approve the minutes 
dated September 10, 2013, as presented, the motion passed. 
Correspondence: 
 Pennsylvania Housing Affordability and Rehabilitation Enhancement (PHARE) has announced the 2013 PHARE 

and Marcellus Shale funding recipients.  A total of $8.45 million is being distributed to groups in 22 counties to 
improve housing. Clarion County is expected to receive $190,000 to fund the county’s Emergency Shelter and 
Rental Assistance (ESRA) project which will provide assistance to Clarion County households who are homeless or 
at risk of becoming homeless. This accounts for 95 percent of the total project funding; the county committed the 
remaining 5 percent ($10,000) to support of the application.   

 An announcement dated September 17, 2013, was received from the County Commissioners Association (CCAP): 
 
 The PA Supreme Court has affirmed the validity of 

Supreme Court Upholds Commonwealth Court Jury Commissioner Ruling: 
Act 4 of 2013

 The law was approved in May to replace the similar Act 108 of 2011 which had been overturned when the PA 
 Supreme Court declared that act unconstitutional on procedural grounds. Jury commissioners had contested 
 both laws as constitutional violations of separation of powers and unlawful delegation. The Court’s 6-1 ruling 
 on Act 4 (Justice Todd dissenting), which followed an expedited September 11 hearing, indicates “opinions to 
 follow.” 

, which allows county commissioners to 
 abolish the office of jury commissioner. The Court, in its September 17 order, upheld the common wealth Court 
 decision in which that Court concluded “that Act 4 of 2013 does not violate any of the constitutional provisions 
 upon which the Jury Commissioners rely in seeking to obtain declaratory and injunctive relief.” 

 To date, at least 42 counties have passed resolutions under Act 4; another 11 counties had abolished 
 the office either incidental to home rule carters or through special legislation. 

 Municipal Notices: 
o Notice dated September 10, 2013, was received from the state Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) 

of the approval of the Water Management Plan submitted by Northeast Natural Energy, LLC of Morgantown, 
WV, as required by the 2012 Oil and Gas Act to use water from the Redbank Creek for natural gas well drilling. 

o In regards to the application of the Allegheny Valley Land Trust for approval to alter public crossings at various 
trails crossing sites the state Public Utility Commission (PUC) sent notice of a field investigation and 
conference to be held on Thursday, September 26, 2013. The meetings will start at 8 a.m. at the 2nd

 The Clarion County Republican Committee hosted a meet & greet event with Governor Tom Corbett in 
the Veterans Memorial Park Gazebo on September 21

 Street 
crossing in Brookville and proceed south. At approximately 11 a.m. the meeting will begin in Clarion County at 
Mayport Road in Redbank Township and proceed through New Bethlehem Borough, Porter Township, 
Madison Township, and Toby Township.   

st

Announcements: 
 from 11 a.m. to noon. 

 Autumn Leaf Festival, September 20th through September 29
 Work Session, Tuesday, October 1

th                                      
st

 Northwest County Commissioners’ Association meeting Tuesday, October 8
 at 9 a.m. in the commissioners’ conference room. 

th

 Commissioner/Salary Board, Wednesday, October 9
 in Coudersport, Potter County. 

th

Public Concerns and Comments:  
 at 9 a.m. in the commissioners’ conference room. 

There were no concerns or comments at this meeting. 
  



Business: 
 
1. Opening of dealer bids for the purchase of a two-door/four-wheel-drive pick-up truck on behalf of the 

Department of County Building and Grounds. Bids were due in the Office of the Chief Clerk by 4 p.m., 
Friday, September 20, 2013. 

 Dealer New/Used 
Submitted 
On time Make Model  Price  Note 

1 Clarion Ford-Mercury, Clarion New/2013 yes Ford F-250   4x4  $ 25,557.00   
2 Clarion Ford-Mercury, Clarion New/2013 yes Ford F-250   4x4  $ 24,642.00  Plow pkg not included 
3 Redbank Chevrolet, New Bethlehem Used/2012  yes Chevy 16,000 miles  $23,500.00  Plow pkg not included 

4 Redbank Chevrolet, New Bethlehem New/2014 yes Chevy   $22,600.00  Plow pkg not included 

5 Nolf Chrysler-Dodge, Fairmount City New/2014 yes Dodge Ram, 3/4 ton 4x4  $24,886.00  Includes plow pkg 

6 Seidle Chevrolet-Buick-GMC, Clarion New yes Chevy  1500 Silverado 4x4  $28,745.00   
On a motion made by Commissioner Campbell and second by Commissioner Faller to table the awarding of the 
bid for the county truck, pending further review, until next meeting, the motion passed. 
Roll Call vote: Commissioner Brosius-yes  Commissioner Campbell-yes   Commissioner Faller-yes 
 

2. Approval of changes involving the Intergovernmental Cooperation Agreement Establishment of the 
Northern Tier Regional Telecommunications Project. 

a) Resolution No. 14 for 2013 amending Ordinance No. 2 of 2012:  
On a motion made by Commissioner Brosius and second by Commissioner Faller to table approving Resolution 
No. 14 of 2013, upon further review by the solicitor, the motion passed. 

b) Amendment No. 1 to the Intergovernmental Cooperation Agreement for the Establishment of the 
Northern Tier Regional Telecommunications Project. The purpose of this amendment is to add 
Erie County to participating counties named in the project. 

On a motion made by Commissioner Faller and second by Commissioner Campbell to approve the amendment 
No. 1 as presented, the motion passed. 
Roll Call vote: Commissioner Brosius-yes  Commissioner Campbell-yes   Commissioner Faller-yes 
 

3. Approval of a Memorandum of Understanding between the Clarion Conservation District and the 
Clarion County Commissioners, FY 2014. This agreement addresses district operations, functions, and 
responsibilities of the Conservation District as they relate to both state law and the county government in 
order to provide the highest degree of mutual understanding and cooperation.  

  Effective date: September 24, 2013. 
On a motion made by Commissioner Campbell and second by Commissioner Brosius to table the Memorandum 
of Understanding with the Conservation District pending further review by the solicitor, the motion passed. 
Roll Call vote: Commissioner Brosius-yes  Commissioner Campbell-yes   Commissioner Faller-yes 
 

4. Approval of a new contract on behalf of Clarion County Courts with National Bond & Collections of 
Kingston, PA, for debt collection services for the four county District Court Offices. 

 Effective date: September 24, 2013 to September 24, 2014 
On a motion made by Commissioner Faller and second by Commissioner Campbell to approve the new contract 
on behalf of Clarion County Courts with National Bond & Collections as presented, the motion passed. 
Roll Call vote: Commissioner Brosius-yes  Commissioner Campbell-yes   Commissioner Faller-yes 
 

5. Approval of a new contract on behalf of Children and Youth Services with LifeSpan Family Services of 
Punxsutawney for specialized foster care services. 

 Effective: September 1, 2013 to June 30, 2014 Cost: $62.81 to $82.80/day 
On a motion made by Commissioner Campbell and second by Commissioner Faller to approve the new contract 
with Life Span Family Services as presented, the motion passed. 
Roll Call vote: Commissioner Brosius-yes  Commissioner Campbell-yes   Commissioner Faller-yes 
 

6. Approval of a new contract on behalf of District Court 18-3-04, District Judge Jeffrey Miller, with 
Stephanie Mangiantini of Clarion for weekly office cleaning services. 

  Effective: September 24, 2013 Cost: $25/per week, $100/month 



On a motion made by Commissioner Faller and second by Commissioner Campbell to approve the new contract 
with Stephanie Mangiantini as presented, the motion passed. 
Roll Call vote: Commissioner Brosius-yes  Commissioner Campbell-yes   Commissioner Faller-yes 
 

7. Approval of a revised lease agreement with Service Access & Management, Inc. (SAM) of Reading for 
20,307 sq. feet of office space in the Human Service Complex located at 217 S 7th

  Lease term: One year retroactive to July 1, 2013 Rent: $11,000/month ($6.50/ sq. ft.) 
 Avenue, Clarion. 

On a motion made by Commissioner Campbell and second by Commissioner Faller to approve the revised lease 
agreement with SAM as presented, the motion passed. 
Roll Call vote: Commissioner Brosius-yes  Commissioner Campbell-yes   Commissioner Faller-yes 
 

8. Approval of the 2013/2014 Implementation and 2014/2015 Needs Based Budget for Child Welfare and 
Juvenile Justice. 

On a motion made by Commissioner Faller and second by Commissioner Campbell to approve the 2013/2014 
Implementation and 2014/2015 Needs Based Budget as presented, the motion passed. 
Roll Call vote: Commissioner Brosius-yes  Commissioner Campbell-yes   Commissioner Faller-yes 
 

9. Approval of a state Juvenile Probation Services Grant renewal. The grant request is reimbursement for 
salary, benefits, and compensation to juvenile probation personnel.  

  Effective: July 1, 2013 to June 30, 2014 Grant allocation requested: $111,504. 
On a motion made by Commissioner Campbell and second by Commissioner Faller to approve the Juvenile 
Probation Services Grant renewal as presented, the motion passed. 
Roll Call vote: Commissioner Brosius-yes  Commissioner Campbell-yes   Commissioner Faller-yes 
 

10. Approval of an application on behalf of the Office of Emergency Services (OES) for funding from the 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security Citizen Corps/CERT Program Fund through the Pennsylvania 
Emergency Management Agency (PEMA). The purpose of this grant is to assist counties with funding to 
engage in disaster preparedness, planning, training, exercises and outreach activities. 

  Grant period: October 14, 2013 to June 30, 2014 Grant allocation requested: $7,000 
On a motion made by Commissioner Campbell and second by Commissioner Brosius to approve the Citizen 
Corps/CERT Program Funding as presented, the motion passed. 
Roll Call vote: Commissioner Brosius-yes  Commissioner Campbell-yes   Commissioner Faller-yes 
 

11. Approval of a Citizen’s Recognition Proclamation presented to Kathy Watt as the Clarion Community 
Action Volunteer of the Year. Commissioner Brosius presented the citation to Watt at the annual 
Community Action Senior Corps-RSVP Volunteer Recognition Luncheon held on September 18, 2013.  

On a motion made by Commissioner Faller and second by Commissioner Campbell to approve the Citizen’s 
Recognition Proclamation as presented, the motion passed. 
 

12. Approval of the General Fund bills dated: September 6 through September 20, 2013, totaling 
$541,167.42. 

On a motion made by Commissioner Faller and second by Commissioner Campbell to approve paying the 
general fund bills as presented, the motion passed. 
Roll Call vote: Commissioner Brosius-yes  Commissioner Campbell-yes   Commissioner Faller-yes 
 

13.  Approval of budget transfer(s) dated September 6 through September 20, 2013, totaling $11,333.23. 
DEPARTMENT FROM TO TOTAL 

CORONER CORONER FEE EXPENSE CORONER TRANSPORT $1,100.00 

COUNTY PARK MATERIALS & SUPPLIES MAINTENANCE EQUIPMENT $110.00 

COUNTY PARK MATERIALS & SUPPLIES TRASH REMOVAL $200.00 

COUNTY PARK MAINTENANCE GROUNDS TELEPHONE $120.00 
PUBLIC DEFENDER INVESTIGATORS ADVERTISEMENT $230.00 
CORRECTIONS MAINTENANCE BUIDLING MAINTENANCE EQUIPMENT $1,000.00 



  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On a motion made by Commissioner Campbell and second by Commissioner Faller to approve the budget 
transfers as presented, the motion passed. 
Roll Call vote: Commissioner Brosius-yes  Commissioner Campbell-yes   Commissioner Faller-yes 
 
Other Business: 
There was no other business presented at this meeting. 
 
Public Questions and Answer Period: 
Scott Seeley from the Clarion News asked what the non-collectable debts at the DJ’s offices could be. 
Commissioner Brosius stated that it may be uncollected fines and restitution. 
Evanne Gareis from the Leader Vindicator asked for further explanation on what the jury commissioners’ job 
consists of in Clarion County. Commissioner Faller explained that the jury commissioners select, prepare 
names, and send out notices to potential jurors for up-coming jury court trials. The process is mostly all 
computerized now, he said, and there is little work for jury commissioners. The court staff will assume the jury 
commissioners’ duties at the end of this year. 
 
Adjournment: 
On a motion made by Commissioner Campbell and second by Commissioner Faller to adjourn the meeting at 
9:34 a.m., the motion passed. 

ASSESSMENT TRAINING TRAVEL $240.00 

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT MAINTENANCE EQUIPMENT COMPUTER MAINTENANCE $598.00 
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT TELEPHONE COMPUTER MAINTENANCE $300.00 
PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT PROFESSIONAL SERVICES ADVERTISEMENT $111.90 
PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT PROFESSIONAL SERVICES TRAINING $23.33 
DOMESTIC RELATIONS TRAINING COURT/LEGAL $500.00 

DOMESTIC RELATIONS TRAVEL COURT/LEGAL $300.00 

DOMESTIC RELATIONS PROFESSIONAL SERVICES COURT/LEGAL $500.00 
DOMESTIC RELATIONS PATERNITY COURT/LEGAL $500.00 
DISTRICT ATTORNEY WITNESSES MATERIALS & SUPPLIES $500.00 
COMMUNICATIONS MAINTENANCE EQUIPMENT MAINTENANCE COMPUTERS $5,000.00 

TOTAL     $11,333.23 


