
Clarion County Board of Commissioners 
Meeting Minutes 

September 10, 2013 
 
Those in attendance: Dave Hunter  Paul R. Muehlbauer Howard Schmader Amanda Hepinger       
       Francis Allio     Donna Reinsel  Kay Rupert  Trisha Douglas  Twila Rifenberrick    
       Rob Lombardo   Treasurer Tess Snyder  Carol Clinger  Steve Allison 
       Ron Wilshire (LV)  Scott Seeley (Clarion News)   Zabrina Evans (C93 radio) 
Roll Call:   Commissioner Brosius-present Commissioner Campbell-present Commissioner Faller-present 
Approval of the Agenda 
On a motion made by Commissioner Campbell and second by Commissioner Faller to approve the agenda as presented, 
the motion passed. 
Approval of the Minutes: dated August 27, 2013. 
On a motion made by Commissioner Faller and second by Commissioner Campbell to approve the minutes dated August 
27, 2013 as presented, the motion passed. 
 
Correspondence: 
 Municipal notices received: 

o In accordance with Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) Land Use Policy, Geotech Engineering, Inc. 
of DuBois, on behalf of Neiswonger Construction, Inc. of Strattanville, is requesting a county land use letter to 
be submitted to the DEP along with its permit for facilities and infrastructure application at the bituminous coal 
surface mining project located on Showers Road in Limestone Township. Letter date: August 21, 2013. 

o A letter dated August 15, 2013, was received from Senate Engineering Co. of Pittsburgh on behalf of the 
Allegheny Valley Land Trust (AVLT) stating that AVLT is applying for a DEP General Permit No. 1-
Maintenance, Testing, Repair, Rehabilitation, or Replacement of Water Obstructions and Encroachments for the 
Lawsonham culvert replacement project located off Crissman Road in Madison Township. 

o A letter dated August 26, 2013, was received from the state Department of Transportation (PennDOT) stating 
that in an effort to help all levels of government better preserve, manage and maintain Pennsylvania bridge 
safety, PennDOT will be assisting local governments with placing new or reduced weight-restriction signs on 
bridges. PennDOT has conducted an extensive review of all bridges more than 20 ft. long and has identified 
approximately 1,000 bridges state-wide (530 state-owned and 470 locally owned) bridges that must be posted 
for the first time or have the already-posted limits lowered. Following the revision of its policy concerning 
bridge weight limits PennDOT will be offering its services to municipalities in placing new signs and has also 
been in discussion with the Pennsylvania State Police in regards to the enforcing of these restrictions.  

o A bridge posting notification dated August 27, 2013, was received from PennDOT informing the county that, 
due to the deterioration of main load carrying members of the superstructure, PennDOT’s Engineering District 
10 is placing a bridge weight restriction of 33 tons (combinations are 40 tons) on Route 68’s Reidsburg No. 2 
Bridge in Monroe Township. 

 Clarion County Treasurer’s report. Balance as of August 31st

 
 is $5,725,395.82 

Presentation: 
 Farmington Township presentation. 

o Farmington Township’s Lencer Drive Bridge Project was the 2013 first runner-up in the 31st

o Representing Farmington Township: 

 Annual 
Road/Bridge Safety Improvement Program. This award is sponsored by the Pennsylvania State Association of 
Township Supervisors (PSATS) along with PennDOT and the state Highway Information Association. This 
award is presented at the Annual PSATS Education Conference each April in Hershey. 

  Howard Schmader, Township Supervisor 
  Francis Allio, Township Roadmaster 
  Amanda Hepinger, Township Secretary 

At this time Howard Schmader and Francis Allio presented a framed award declaration to the commissioners and thanked 
them for the county’s financial help on this project. Lencer Road is a school bus route and is heavily traveled, but would 
have needed to be closed due to the bridge deterioration. Allio stated that most of the work was done by township workers 
and done at one fifth of the estimated cost. Ron Wilshire asked how much in county funds were given toward this project. 
According to Commissioner Brosius $38,000 was give through Liquid Fuels. Allio said that county officials were also 
helpful in getting the permits needed. Commissioner Campbell stated that this demonstrates what can happen when the 
state, county, and local government work together. The commissioners and township officials also gave Township 



Secretary Amanda Hepinger a lot of credit for the work that she put into this project. Steve Allison, secretary of the 
Clarion County Townships Association, stated that the association is proud of Farmington Township for this 
accomplishment. A story on this award can be found on the association’s web site. 
 
Announcements: 
 Patriot’s Day Service in the Veterans Memorial Park on September 11th

 County Recycling Day (including electronics) at the County Park in Paint Township on September 14
 at 6 p.m.  

th 

 Work Session, Tuesday, September 17

from 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. 

th

 Prison Board meeting, Friday, September 20
 at 9 a.m. in the commissioners’ conference room. 

th

 Autumn Leaf Festival, September 20
 at 9 a.m. at the county correction’s facility. 

th through September 29th

 New Bethlehem’s Peanut Butter Festival, September 20
. 

th through 22nd

 Commissioner/Salary/Retirement Board meetings, Tuesday, September 24
. 

th

 Commissioner Faller added two announcements at this time 

 at 9 a.m. in the commissioners’ 
conference room. 

o The Pennsylvania Greenways & Trails Summit to be held September 15-17th

o Clarion River Country Wine Festival on October 12

 at the Quality inn & Conference 
Center in Franklin. Twila Rifenberrick and Lane Giering are registered to represent Clarion County. 

th

 
 from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m. at the Clarion Holiday Inn. 

Public Concerns and Comments:  
Paul Muehlbauer who lives on Aaron Drive in Corsica, Millcreek Township, said he is very concerned about the condition 
of this road. Aaron Drive is a township road that extends into Jefferson County and, according to Muehlbauer, this area is 
growing and the road is in dangerously poor condition. He added that this could be especially dangerous for emergency 
response calls. Commissioner Brosius suggested that there were two programs that could possibly help with the township 
with funding for improving the condition of the road. The county offers grant funding through Liquid Fuels and the 
Clarion Conservation District offers help through its Dirt & Gravel Road Project fund. Both grant program requests must 
be initiated by the Township Officials. Dave Hunter asked if there is money available this year from this commission to 
fix the road and if Millcreek Officials had requested any grant funding for road improvement. Commissioner Brosius 
answered that the Liquid Fuels grant money is awarded by the county. Requests are submitted this year for Liquid Fuels 
funding next year. Millcreek Township was awarded Liquid Fuels grant money for 2013 to purchase a gravel rake.  
 
Business: 

  
1. Approval on behalf of the Department of Building and Grounds to advertise an invitation for dealer bids on the 

county’s purchase of one new or late model pick-up truck. 
a) Bid packets may be picked up Monday through Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at the office of the county 
 Chief Clerk, located on the second floor at 330 Main Street. 
b) Bids are due back to the Chief Clerk’s office by Friday, September 20, 2013, at 4 p.m. 
c) Bids will be opened at a public commissioners’ meeting September 24, 2013, at 9 a.m.  

On a motion made by Commissioner Campbell and second by Commissioner Faller to approve the advertising for bids on 
the counties purchase of a pick-up truck as presented, the motion passed. 
Roll call vote:  Commissioner Brosius-yes Commissioner Campbell-yes  Commissioner Faller-yes 
 

2. Approval of Resolution No. 12 of 2013, Fair Housing.  
Let it be known to all persons of the county of Clarion that discrimination in the sale, rental, leasing, or 
financing of housing or land to be used for construction of housing, or in the provision of brokerage services 
because of race, color, religion, ancestry, sex, national origin, handicap, disability, or familial status (families 
with children) is prohibited by the Title VIII of the Civil Rights Act of 1968 (Federal Fair Housing Law) and 
the Pennsylvania Human Relations Act. It is the policy of Clarion County to implement programs to ensure 
equal opportunity in housing for all and will assist all persons who feel they have been discriminated against to 
seek equity under federal and state laws. 

On a motion made by Commissioner Faller and second by Commissioner Brosius to approve the Fair Housing Resolution 
No. 12 of 2013, as presented, the motion passed. 
Roll call vote:  Commissioner Brosius-yes Commissioner Campbell-yes  Commissioner Faller-yes 

 
3. Approval of Resolution No. 13 of 2013, Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Application.  

The grant is established to financially assist municipalities with a number of community development needs, 
principally benefitting low- and moderate-income citizens.  The county proposes to utilize 18% of its Federal 



Fiscal Year (FFY) CDBG entitlement for program administration and 82% for a wide range of eligible projects 
and activities. The projects contained in the CDBG application address needs indentified in the Three-Year 
Community Development Plan.    

On a motion made by Commissioner Faller and second by Commissioner Campbell to approve Community Development 
Block Grant (CDBG) Resolution No. 13 of 2013, as presented, the motion passed. 
Roll call vote:  Commissioner Brosius-yes Commissioner Campbell-yes  Commissioner Faller-yes 
 

4. Approval of the Statement of Assurance which details procedural guidelines that must be followed during the 
application process and execution of all proposed projects. 

On a motion made by Commissioner Faller and second by Commissioner Brosius to approve the Statement of Assurance 
pertaining to the CDBG grant funding as presented, the motion passed. 
Roll call vote:  Commissioner Brosius-yes  Commissioner Campbell-yes  Commissioner Faller-yes 
 

5. Approval of the Statement of Goals National Program for Minority and Women Business Enterprises 
(MBE/WBE) – Executive Order No.116235.  This statement sets the county goals for utilization of minority and 
women business.  A target of 5 percent or $9,285 for MBEs and 3 percent or $5,570 for WBEs out of its project 
(non-administrative) budget for the OBO: Clarion Township, FFY 2013 CDBG funding. 

On a motion made by Commissioner Faller and second by Commissioner Campbell to approve the Statement of Goals 
National Program for the MBE/WBE as presented, the motion passed. 
Roll call vote:  Commissioner Brosius-yes Commissioner Campbell-yes  Commissioner Faller-yes 
Commissioner Faller further explained that business items 2, 3, 4, and 5 are necessary and must be in place to make funds 
flow for CDBG projects. Following the 2010 census Clarion Township became a county entitlement and was eligible for 
state CDBG funding. The state requires Clarion Township to have an administrator for the township CDBG funds, so the 
county Department Planning and Development took on that roll in 2012. 
Twila Rifenberrick, Director of the Department of Planning and Development added that the CDBG grant funding is for 
areas with low to moderate income. A total of eight applications for CDBG funding were received. The county chose 
three municipal projects to award funding: Hawthorn Redbank/Redbank Municipal Authority, East Brady Borough, and 
Rimersburg Municipal Authority. Clarion Township chose its own project. The county has been allocated $226,000 and 
Clarion Township has been allocated $81,000 in CDBG funding. 
 

6. Approval of the relocation of two county polling sites for all future elections: 
a) Foxburg Borough polling site will be relocated to the Allegheny Grille located at 40 Main Street. 
b) Sligo Borough polling site will be relocated to the Presbyterian Church located at 403 Colerain Street. 

On a motion made by Commissioner Campbell and second by Commissioner Faller to approve the relocation of the 
Foxburg and Sligo Boroughs polling sites as presented, the motion passed. 
Roll call vote:  Commissioner Brosius-yes Commissioner Campbell-yes  Commissioner Faller-yes 
Commissioner Campbell further explained the polling site moves. Foxburg no longer has a borough fire company and the 
fire hall being used in the past no longer meets polling facility codes. The Odd Fellows (IOOF) building being used by 
Sligo as a polling site has been sold and will be used for other purposes.  
 

7. Approval of a new maintenance contract on behalf of the Office of Emergency Services (OES) with MTECH 
Solutions of Sigel for preventative maintenance of technology systems, technology system diagnostics, repair, 
updates, new equipment installation, and network system administration. 

    Effective: September 10, 2013  Cost: $45/hour $100/weekends and holidays  
On a motion made by Commissioner Campbell and second by Commissioner Faller to approve the contract with MTECH 
Solutions as presented, the motion passed. 
Roll call vote:  Commissioner Brosius-yes  Commissioner Campbell-yes  Commissioner Faller-yes 
 

8. Approval of a new grant agreement on behalf of the Office of Emergency Services (OES) with the Pennsylvania 
Emergency Management Association (PEMA) for the State Fiscal Year 2013-14 Hazardous Material Response 
Fund (HMRF).   

    Effective: July 1, 2013 through June 30, 2014  Grant allocation is $7,582   
    The HMRF grant agreement is renewed annually.  

On a motion made by Commissioner Campbell and second by Commissioner Faller to approve the grant agreement with 
PEMA as presented, the motion passed. 
Roll call vote:  Commissioner Brosius-yes  Commissioner Campbell-yes  Commissioner Faller-yes 
 



9. Approval of a contract renewal on behalf of Clarion County Human Services with Clarion Area Agency on Aging 
for home delivered meals to Adult Services Consumers. 

    Effective: July 1, 2013 through June 30, 2014   Cost: $3.24-$4.66/meal and $5.44/delivery 
On a motion made by Commissioner Faller and second by Commissioner Campbell to approve the contract renewal with 
the Clarion Area Agency on Aging as presented, the motion passed. 
Roll call vote:  Commissioner Brosius-yes  Commissioner Campbell-yes  Commissioner Faller-yes 
 

10. Approval of Children and Youth Services (CYS) contracts: 
a) Contract renewal with Clarion County’s Promise for in-home parental services and periodic developmental 
 screenings. 

 Effective: July 1, 2013, through June 30, 2014. Cost: $189,207   County Match: 20 percent 
b) Contract renewal with Clarion County’s Promise for Homemaker Mentor in-home assistance to families. 

 Effective: July 1, 2013, through June 30, 2014. Cost: $30,000  County Match: 10-20 percent 
c) Contract renewal with SPAN Corporation for drug testing and compliance monitoring 
  Effective: July 1, 2013, through June 30, 2014.  Cost: $35-350  County Match: 20 percent 
d) Amendment to the contract with James R. Young for clinical polygraphs. 
  Effective: July 1, 2013, through June 30, 2014. Cost: $275/administration  County Match: 20 percent 
e) Amendment to the contract with Scott Patterson for clinical polygraphs. 
  Effective: July 1, 2013, through June 30, 2014. Cost: $275/administration  County Match: 20 percent 

On a motion made by Commissioner Campbell and second by Commissioner Faller to approve the five various contracts 
for CYS as presented, the motion passed. 
Roll call vote:  Commissioner Brosius-yes  Commissioner Campbell-yes  Commissioner Faller-yes 
 

11. Approval of a new contract on behalf of the MH/DD Administration with Clarion County’s Promise for 
developing a System of Care County Leadership Team. 

    Effective: July 1, 2012 through June 30, 2013    Cost: $7,828  
On a motion made by Commissioner Faller and second by Commissioner Campbell to approve the contract with Clarion 
County’s Promise as presented, the motion passed. 
Roll call vote:  Commissioner Brosius-yes  Commissioner Campbell-yes  Commissioner Faller-yes 
    

12. Request submitted by Thomas McConnell on behalf of the Clarion University College Conservative’s 
Organization requesting permission to place flags as a tribute to all who died on September 11, 2001, in the 
Veterans Memorial Park from September 10th through September 12th

On a motion made by Commissioner Campbell and second by Commissioner Faller to approve the placing of flags in the 
park as presented, the motion passed. 

, 2013. There will be one small flag for each 
person lost on that day. 

Roll call vote:  Commissioner Brosius-yes  Commissioner Campbell-yes  Commissioner Faller-yes 
 

13. Approval of the General Fund bills dated: August 27 through September 5, 2013, totaling $528,358.31. 
On a motion made by Commissioner Faller and second by Commissioner Campbell to approve the payment of the general 
fund bills as presented, the motion passed. 
Roll call vote:  Commissioner Brosius-yes  Commissioner Campbell-yes  Commissioner Faller-yes 
 

14. Approval of the budget transfer(s) for the dates of August 27 through September 5, 2013, totaling $5,530. 
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
On a motion made by Commissioner Campbell and second by Commissioner Faller to approve the budget transfers as 
presented, the motion passed. 
Roll call vote:  Commissioner Brosius-yes  Commissioner Campbell-yes  Commissioner Faller-yes 
 
Other Business: 
Commissioner Campbell presented an easement agreement to the board for approval. 

DEPARTMENT FROM TO TOTAL 
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT HAZARDOUS MATERIALS COMPUTER MAINTENANCE $1,200.00 
ELECTIONS PRINTING MATERIALS & SUPPLIES $2,000.00 
PUBLIC DEFENDER INVESTIGATORS ADVERTISEMENT $306.00 
DISTRICT COURT 18-3-01 POSTAGE MAINTENANCE EQUIPMENT $506.00 
DISTRICT COURT 18-3-02 POSTAGE MAINTENANCE EQUIPMENT $506.00 
DISTRICT COURT 18-3-03 POSTAGE MAINTENANCE EQUIPMENT $506.00 
DISTRICT COURT 18-3-04 POSTAGE MAINTENANCE EQUIPMENT $506.00 
TOTAL     $5,530.00 



The Easement Agreement is with Hawthorn Redbank/Redbank Municipal Authority for a right-of-way to lay a sanitary 
sewage system line together with all necessary laterals across land in Redbank Township.  Deed/Record Book Volume, 
Page: Book 392, Page 419, Tax Map No. 25-01.2-006. This property has been included in numerous tax sales and not 
sold. The county does not own this property, but being in repository the county is the only entity with the authority to 
grant this easement. 
On a motion made by Commissioner Campbell and second by Commissioner Faller to approve the easement agreement 
with Hawthorn Redbank/Redbank Municipal Authority as presented, the motion passed. 
Roll call vote:  Commissioner Brosius-yes Commissioner Campbell-yes  Commissioner Faller-yes 
 
Public Questions and Answer Period: 
Scott Seeley of the Clarion News requested CDBG approved amounts allocated to projects. Twila Rifenberrick, Director 
of the Department of Planning and Development stated that the three municipalities that will be receive county CDBG 
funds to finance sanitary sewage projects. East Brady Borough: $75,492.50, Redbank Township: $67,500, Rimersburg 
Municipal Authority: $42,705.50. Clarion Township will allocate $66,780 toward the Pennsylvania American Water 
Company’s sewer line project extending to the Clarion-Limestone School. 
Seeley also requested more information on the flags to be place in the park on Patriots Day. Commissioner Campbell said 
that the flags were a tribute to remember first responders. The Commissioners will be attending the Patriot’s Day Service 
in the park on September 11, 2013, and reading a proclamation of reflection on this day of tribute. 
 
Adjournment: 
On a motion made by Commissioner Campbell and second by Commissioner Faller to adjourn the meeting at 9:50, the 
motion passed. 

 


