
Clarion County Board of Commissioners 
Meeting Minutes 

November 12, 2013 
 

Those Present:   Treasurer Tess Snyder   Carol Clinger    Kay Rupert   Donna Reinsel   Twila Rifenberrick 
    Trisha Douglas     Steve Allison     Evanne Gareis (LV)   Scott Seeley (Clarion News)        
Roll Call: Commissioner Brosius-present Commissioner Campbell-present Commissioner Faller-present 
 
Approval of the agenda 
On a motion made by Commissioner Faller and second by Commissioner Campbell to approve the agenda as 
presented, the motion passed. 
Approval of the minutes: dated October 22, 2013. 
On a motion made by Commissioner Campbell and second by Commissioner Faller to approve the minutes dated  
October 22, 2013, as presented, the motion passed. 
 

Correspondence: 
 A municipal notice dated October 16, 2013, was received from the state Department of Transportation (PennDOT) 

informing the county of its intent to apply for a waterway obstruction permit with the state Department of 
Environmental Protection (DEP). The proposed project on State Route 1012 in Cook Forest State Park, 
Farmington Township, is to replace the existing 42” by 80” corrugated metal pipe arch with a 48” smooth bore 
thermoplastic pipe culvert that meets current design criteria.  

 A municipal notice was received from the Clarion-Limestone Area School District notifying the county that it has 
applied to the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) for issuance of a National Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System (NPDES) permit for sewage allowing the discharge of treated sewage to surface waters and 
the construction of a facility in Clarion Twp. 

 A letter dated October 23, 2013, was received from the state Department of Public Welfare announcing a one-
time-only supplemental state funding allocation of $1,386. In accordance with Act 87 of 2012, funding for this 
allocation is from the Intellectual Disabilities-Community Base (Appropriation 10255) and allocated from a new 
temporary base categorical allocation entitled, Act 87 Carryover funds. The allocation supporting Mental Health 
and Intellectual Disabilities are for expenditures during the period of July 1, 2013 to June 30, 2014. 

 A municipal notice dated November 4, 2013, informing the county that Pennsylvania American Water Company 
will be applying for a DEP GP-5 Utility Line Stream Crossing permit to begin the Clarion Curve Project located 
along SR68 from Pine Street in Clarion Borough to Bouch Lane in Clarion Township. 

 A letter was received from the state Department of Transportation (PennDOT) announcing that a Liquid Fuels 
Fund allocated payment in the amount of $62,143.32 will be received. This allocation represents the county’s bi-
annual share of the Liquid Fuel Tax Fund for 2013. Liquid Fuels can be expended for the purposes of 
constructions, reconstruction, maintenance and repair of roads and bridges, property damages resulting from road 
or bridge construction. It may also be allocated to the municipalities within the county for road and bridge 
maintenance, construction and equipment purchases. Municipalities were asked to respond by November 15, 2013, 
with requests for Liquid Fuels funding. 

 Clarion County Treasurer’s report dated October 1 through October 31, 2013.  
 Balance as of October 31, 2013: $4,430,618.51 
Announcements: 
 Prison Board, Friday, November 15, 2013, 9 a.m. at the Prison. 
 Penn State Extension-Clarion Office Diversity Webinar, November 18, 2013, Noon-1:30 p.m. A video 

documentary challenging a new generation “Killing Us Softly.” 
 Work Session, Tuesday, November 19, 2013, 9 a.m. in the conference room. 
 County Commissioners Association of Pennsylvania (CCAP) fall conference in Hershey, Sunday, November 24 

through Tuesday, November 26, 2013. 
 Clarion Free Library-EFNEP Presentation. Eating Smart Moving More (ESMM) and Help Low Income Families 

stretch their food dollars. November 26, 2013. 
 Commissioner/Salary/Retirement Board Meeting, Wednesday, November 27, 2013, 9 a.m. in the conference room. 
 Thanksgiving Holiday, Thursday, November 28, and Friday, November 29, 2013. All county offices will be 

closed. 
Public Concerns and Comments:  
There were no public concerns or comments at this meeting. 



 
Business: 

1. Approval of the 2014 Tentative General Fund Budget. 
Commissioner Brosius reported a budget total of $22,697,889. The final 2014 General Fund Budget will be presented 
for adoption at the December 10, 2013, public meeting. Health care increased 10 percent and there was a 5 percent 
increase in Workers Compensation. Operating expenses are approximately $400,000 less than last year. Capital 
expenses are up due to the courthouse renovation project. 
On a motion made by Commissioner Faller and second by Commissioner Campbell to approve the 2014 tentative 
general fund budget as presented, the motion passed. 
Roll call vote:  Commissioner Brosius-yes        Commissioner Campbell-yes Commissioner Faller-yes 
 

2. Approval of a proposal for 2014 to 2018 municipal tax collectors bonding through the County Commissioners 
Association of Pennsylvania (CCAP) with Travelers Casualty and Surety Company of America. 

  Coverage is for the four-year elected term (2014 to 2018). Cost: $20,513 
 County share: 25 percent (School districts and municipalities will be invoiced for the remaining 75 percent). 

On a motion made by Commissioner Campbell and second by Commissioner Faller to approve the proposal for 
bonding the county tax collectors as presented, the motion passed. 

Roll call vote:  Commissioner Brosius-yes        Commissioner Campbell-yes Commissioner Faller-yes 
 
3. Approval of a clean-up project at the East Brady Overlook that involves removing trees and brush that obstruct 

the view of the Allegheny River to M.V. Property Care of Rimersburg. Cost: $3,100 
On a motion made by Commissioner Faller and second by Commissioner Campbell to approve the clean-up of the East 
Brady Overlook by M.V. Property Care as presented, the motion passed. 
Roll call vote:  Commissioner Brosius-yes        Commissioner Campbell-yes Commissioner Faller-yes 
 

4. Approval of an amendment to the contract on behalf of County Courts with National Bond & Collections to 
meet the requirements of the Administrative Office of the Pennsylvania Courts (AOPC). 

  Effective date: November 12, 2013 through November 12, 2014 
On a motion made by Commissioner Campbell and second by Commissioner Faller to approve the contract 
amendment with National Bond & Collections as presented, the motion passed.  
Roll call vote:  Commissioner Brosius-yes        Commissioner Campbell-yes Commissioner Faller-yes 

 
5. Approval of a new contract on behalf of District Court 18-3-01(Quinn) with FP Mailing Solutions for postage 

rental.  Effective: November 12, 2013 to November 12, 2016.  Cost: $444/year 
On a motion made by Commissioner Faller and second by Commissioner Campbell to approve the contract with FP 
Mailing Solutions as presented, the motion passed. 
Roll call vote:  Commissioner Brosius-yes        Commissioner Campbell-yes Commissioner Faller-yes 

 
6. Approval of a new contract on behalf of District Court 18-3-03(Long-Turk) with FP Mailing Solutions for 

postage rental.  Effective: November 12, 2013 to November 12, 2016.  Cost: $444/year 
On a motion made by Commissioner Campbell and second by Commissioner Faller to approve the contract with FP 
Mailing Solutions as presented, the motion passed. 
Roll call vote:  Commissioner Brosius-yes        Commissioner Campbell-yes Commissioner Faller-yes 

 
7. Approval of a new contract on behalf of Children & Youth Services with Ehrlich Pest Control of Corsica for 

year-round preventative pest control at the Independent Living (IL) apartment building. 
  Effective: November 12, 2013 to November 12, 2014 
  Cost: $714/year (covered by IL grant)        County cost: 9.37 percent ($66.90) 

On a motion made by Commissioner Campbell and second by Commissioner Faller to approve the contract with 
Ehrlich Pest Control as presented, the motion passed. 
Roll call vote:  Commissioner Brosius-yes        Commissioner Campbell-yes Commissioner Faller-yes 

 
8. Approval of a contract renewal on behalf of Children & Youth Services with Clarion County’s Promise for 

family group decision making services. 
  Effective: July 1, 2013 through June 30, 2014 Cost: $46,800 County match: 5 percent ($2,340) 

On a motion made by Commissioner Faller and second by Commissioner Campbell to approve the contract renewal 
with Clarion County’s Promise as presented, the motion passed. 



Roll call vote:  Commissioner Brosius-yes        Commissioner Campbell-yes Commissioner Faller-yes 
 
9. Approval of an agreement registering the Department of Planning & Development with the state Department 

of Transportation (PennDOT) authorizing electronic access to PennDOT systems (Political Subdivisions). This 
agreement will allow the Clarion County Department of Planning and Development to view Highway 
Occupancy Permits filed with PennDOT District 10.  Effective: December 1, 2013 

On a motion made by Commissioner Faller and second by Commissioner Campbell to approve the agreement with 
PennDOT as presented, the motion passed. 
Roll call vote:  Commissioner Brosius-yes        Commissioner Campbell-yes Commissioner Faller-yes 

 
10. Approval of a contract renewal on behalf of the Department of Planning & Development with Commonwealth 

Computer Recycling, LLC for electronics recycling services at two scheduled events, May 10, 2014 and 
September 13, 2014, at the county park in Paint Twp. 

  Effective: January 1, 2014 through December 31, 2014  Cost: $1,750 per recycling event  
On a motion made by Commissioner Faller and second by Commissioner Campbell to approve the contract with 
Commonwealth Computer Recycling, LLC as presented, the motion passed. 
Commissioner Faller noted that the county had four electronic recycling events in 2013. In 2014 the county has 
scheduled two events in conjunction with the county’s regular recycling events at the county park. Twila Rifenberrick 
reported that the county received 46.8 tons of electronic material for recycling in 2013. Commissioner Faller stated 
that the cost per each event will be lower due to the reimbursement received from this recycling company. 
Roll call vote:  Commissioner Brosius-yes        Commissioner Campbell-yes Commissioner Faller-yes 

 
11. Approval of Amendment No. 1 for 2013 to the contract, with EADS Architects, Inc to add additional services 

for the project “Renovations and Improvements to the Clarion County Courthouse”.   
  Effective: November 12, 2013  Additional cost: $6,000 

On a motion made by Commissioner Faller and second by Commissioner Campbell to approve the contract 
amendment with EADS Architects, Inc as presented, the motion passed. 
Roll call vote:  Commissioner Brosius-yes        Commissioner Campbell-yes Commissioner Faller-yes 

     
12. Approval of the Pennsylvania Housing Affordability and Rehabilitation Enhancement (PHARE) Fund 2013 

Grant Agreement. This grant will fund Clarion County’s PHARE Rental Assistance Project. 
  Grant effective date: October 1, 2013  Grant allocation: $190,000 

On a motion made by Commissioner Campbell and second by Commissioner Faller to approve the PHARE Fund 2013 
Grant Agreement as presented, the motion passed. 
Roll call vote:  Commissioner Brosius-yes        Commissioner Campbell-yes Commissioner Faller-yes 

   
13. Approval of Amendment No. 5 to the county’s existing Help America Vote Act (HAVA) Title II, Section 261 

grant funding. The Department of State has allocated additional funding that will be a 100 percent 
reimbursement of costs for improving access to polling locations. 
      Grant period: November 12, 2013 to July 30, 2014    Tentative additional grant allocation: $55,064.54 

On a motion made by Commissioner Campbell and second by Commissioner Faller to approve Amendment No. 5 to 
the HAVA grant as presented, the motion passed.  
Roll call vote:  Commissioner Brosius-yes        Commissioner Campbell-yes Commissioner Faller-yes 

 
14. Approval of a grant application on behalf of the county sheriff’s office through the Pennsylvania 

Commissioner on Crime and Delinquency (PCCD). This competitive grant will fund formal training for two 
deputies from the sheriff’s office as certified instructors in mental health first aid public safety. These 
instructors will then teach this course to approximately 85 officers in Clarion County. 

  Grant period: April 1, 2014 to March 31, 2016 Grant allocation: $17,001.09 
On a motion made by Commissioner Campbell and second by Commissioner Faller to approve the grant application to 
the PCCD as presented, the motion passed. 
Roll call vote:  Commissioner Brosius-yes        Commissioner Campbell-yes Commissioner Faller-yes 

 
15. Approval of the reappointment of Rev. Scott Hauser to a five-year term on the Board of Directors of the 

Clarion County Housing Authority. Rev. Hauser’s term will run from January 1, 2014 to December 31, 2018. 



On a motion made by Commissioner Campbell and second by Commissioner Faller to approve the reappointment of 
Rev. Scott Hauser to the Board of Directors of the Clarion County Housing Authority as presented, the motion passed. 
Roll call vote:  Commissioner Brosius-yes        Commissioner Campbell-yes Commissioner Faller-yes 

    
16. Approval of a proclamation to congratulate Ethan Dean Straffin of Troop 51, French Creek Council in Clarion 

for attaining the rank of Eagle Scout on September 19, 2013. Straffin’s Eagle Scout service project included 
landscaping at the Immaculate Conception Church located in Clarion.  

On a motion made by Commissioner Faller and second by Commissioner Campbell to approve the proclamation to 
congratulate Ethan Straffin as presented, the motion passed. 

 
17. Approval of a request submitted by the Clarion Chamber of Business and Industry to use the Veterans 

Memorial Park and Gazebo from 5-7 p.m. on Saturday, December 7, 2013, for the Light-up Night event.  
On a motion made by Commissioner Brosius and second by Commissioner Faller to approve the request submitted by 
the Clarion Chamber as presented, the motion passed. 

 
18. Approval of the General Fund bills dated: October 23 through November 8, 2013, totaling $1,117,913.86. 

On a motion made by Commissioner Campbell and second by Commissioner Faller to approve paying the general fund 
bills as presented, the motion passed. 
Roll call vote:  Commissioner Brosius-yes        Commissioner Campbell-yes Commissioner Faller-yes 

 
19.  Approval of the budget transfer(s) October 23 through November 8, 2013, totaling $11,632.17.  

DEPARTMENT FROM TO TOTAL 
TAX CLAIMS MATERIALS & SUPPLIES TRAVEL $26.00 
COMMUNICATIONS MAINTENANCE EQUIPMENT UNIFORMS $450.00 
COMMUNICATIONS COMMUNICATIONS TRAVEL EMA TRAVEL $300.00 
CORRECTIONS VEHICLES WORK RELEASE $600.00 
COUNTY PARK MATERIALS & SUPPLIES TRASH REMOVAL $445.00 
HUMAN SERVICE BLDG. INSURANCE EXPENSE TRASH REMOVAL $260.00 
COMMUNICATIONS MAINTENANCE EQUIPMENT FUEL $23.00 
COMMUNICATIONS MAINTENANCE EQUIPMENT ADVERTISING $190.00 
COMMUNICATIONS MAINTENANCE EQUIPMENT UNIFORMS $52.00 
COMMISSIONERS TRAINING TRAVEL $1,200.00 
CORONER CONTINGENCY RESERVE AUTOPSY $7,000.00 
COMMISSIONERS MATERIALS & SUPPLIES TRAINING $210.00 
DISTRICT ATTORNEY EXTRADITION TRAVEL $50.00 
SHERIFF GASOLINE MATERIALS & SUPPLIES $140.17 
DISTRICT ATTORNEY EXTRADITION LIBRARY $30.00 
PROBATION ADULT PROBATION POSTAGE JUVENILE PROBATION POSTAGE $506.00 
CORONER MATERIALS & SUPPLIES TRANSPORTS $150.00 

TOTAL     $11,632.17 
On a motion made by Commissioner Faller and second by Commissioner Campbell to approve the budget transfers as 
presented, the motion passed. 
Roll call vote:  Commissioner Brosius-yes        Commissioner Campbell-yes Commissioner Faller-yes 
 
Other Business: 
There was no other business presented at this meeting. 
 
Public Questions and Answer Period: 
Scott Seeley asked for further explanation on what the amendment to the EADS contract included. Commissioner 
Brosius explained that the county is looking into the use of other building and this service was not included in the 
EADS contract. 
Evanne Gareis asked if there was a date set for the clearing of the East Brady Overlook. Commissioner Brosius stated 
that no date is set, but it will be cleared this fall 
Steve Allison questioned how the municipalities were invoiced for the tax collectors bonding. The municipalities are 
invoiced according to the amount of taxes collected for it. Allison asked if the municipalities will receive the 
reimbursement from the HAVA Grant. Commissioner Campbell stated that they would. Allison wanted to know if the 
Tentative Budget would be placed on the county website. Donna Reinsel, Central Accounting Director, stated that she 
would get it placed online.  
 
Adjournment: 
On a motion made by Commissioner Campbell and second by Commissioner Faller to adjourn the meeting at 9:39 
a.m., the motion passed. 


