
Clarion County Board of Commissioners 
Meeting Minutes 

February 23, 2016 
Those attending: Carol Clinger; Donna Reinsel; Trisha Douglas; Treasurer McConnell; Steve Allison; 
 Kay Rupert; Greg Faller; Nancy Jeannerat; Evanne Gareis (press); Keaton MacBeth (press);  
 Ron Wilshire (press); Mike Collins (press)  
Roll Call: Commissioner Tharan-present; Commissioner Brosius-present; Commissioner Heasley-present 
Approval of the Agenda: With a correction to business item no. 5 being a lease instead of a purchase, a 
motion was made by Commissioner Heasley and second by Commissioner Brosius to approve the agenda as 
corrected, the motion passed without opposition. 
Approval of the Minutes: With a correction to business item no. 5 name correction being Paul Leroux, a 
motion was made by Commissioner Brosius and second by Commissioner Heasley to approve the minutes 
from last meeting as corrected, the motion passed without opposition. 
Correspondence: 
 A letter dated February 9 was received from the state Department of Human Services regarding an 

inspection of Clarion County Children and Youth Services (CYS) on January 26-28, 2016, which found 
the agency to be in compliance with 55 Pa. Code CH. 3130 and other supplementary program 
regulations. 

Commissioner Tharan commended Kay Rupert, Director of Children and Youth Services, for having a 
perfect inspection report with no findings, adding that the inspectors declared that the Clarion CYS is one of 
the most respected in the state. 
 A letter dated February 1 was received from Columbia Gas of Pennsylvania, Inc (CPA) regarding GP-11 

application to the state Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) for a project located in New 
Bethlehem Borough.  CPA proposes to upgrade existing pipeline within the road surface of Maple Alley 
and Water Street in New Bethlehem.  No stream crossings are within the scope of the project, but the 
entire project will take place within the designated 100 year floodplain of Redbank Creek. 

 A letter dated February 2 was received from the state Department of Public Welfare announcing the FY 
2015-16 Human Services Development Fund (HSDF) allocation in the amount of $50,000 for Clarion 
County.   

 Press Release 
 County of Clarion’s new 2016 Plat Book will be available on or before June 2016.  The new 

color plat book is mainly funded by donations and advertisements.  Business are encouraged to 
contact the Clarion County Mapping and & GIS Department to request a placement of their 
business advertisement in the book. The ad can be either in color or black & white, to be 
submitted in either a jpg or tiff format, no later than April 15 to cabdelsamie@co.clarion.pa.us.  
Prices can be found on the county website: co.clarion.pa.us  

Announcements: 
 Work session on Tuesday, March 1 at 9 a.m. in the Commissioners’ conference room 
 Commissioners and Salary board meetings on Tuesday, March 8 at 9 a.m. in the Commissioners’ 

conference room 
Public Concerns and Comments: There were no concerns or comments at this meeting. 
Business: 

1. Approval of a new contract on behalf of the Office of the Public Defender with Michael S. Marshall, 
Esq., of DuBois, PA., to serve as Assistant Public Defender. 
Effective:  March 1, 2016   Cost: $25,000/yr 

On a motion made by Commissioner Brosius and second by Commissioner Heasley to approve the contract 
with Michael Marshall as presented, the motion passed. 
Roll call vote: Commissioner Tharan-yes; Commissioner Brosius-yes; Commissioner Heasley-yes 

2. Approval of a new contract on behalf of the county GIS and Mapping Department with Seneca 
Resources of Erie, PA., for aerial imagery. 

Note: The cost to have Seneca Resources provide aerial imaging of the county would be $10,000.  This 
service will be free with of data sharing between GIS and Seneca Resources according to the contract. 
On a motion made by Commissioner Tharan and second by Commissioner Brosius to approve a new contract 
with Seneca Resources as presented, the motion passed. 
Roll call vote: Commissioner Tharan-yes; Commissioner Brosius-yes; Commissioner Heasley-yes 



3. Approval of a contract amendment on behalf of Mental Health, Developmental Disabilities, and 
Early Intervention Administration with Northwest Human Services of DuBois, PA., for 24 hour 
therapeutic foster care. 
Term: July 1, 2015 – June 30, 2016 Total Cost: $25,000 County Match: up to 10%  

On a motion made by Commissioner Brosius and second by Commissioner Heasley to approve the contract 
amendment with NW Human Services as presented, the motion passed. 
Roll call vote: Commissioner Tharan-yes; Commissioner Brosius-yes; Commissioner Heasley-yes 

4. Approval of a request from the Redbank Municipal Park Authority for county-aide.  
On a motion made by Commissioner Brosius and second by Commissioner Heasley to approve a county-aide 
grant using Marcellus Shale Legacy Funds set aside for parks/recreation with an allocation of $12,500 to help 
the Park Authority with water/sewage upgrades at the Redbank Municipal Park (formerly Alcola). 
Note: This is the site of the Clarion County Fair. 
Roll call vote: Commissioner Tharan-yes; Commissioner Brosius-yes; Commissioner Heasley-yes 

5. Approval of a new purchase agreement on behalf of the Office of Children and Youth Services with 
Ford Credit Lease for two Ford Vehicles.   
Total Cost: $52,665 2014 Ford Transit: $23,618 2016 Ford Explorer Base: $28,502 

On a motion made by Commissioner Heasley and second by Commissioner Brosius to approve a new four 
year lease agreement with Ford Credit Lease for the two CYS vehicles as presented, the motion passed. 
Roll call vote: Commissioner Tharan-yes; Commissioner Brosius-yes; Commissioner Heasley-yes 

6. Request for polling location change in Redbank Township East for the General Primary Election  
On a motion made by Commissioner Tharan and second by Commissioner Brosius to approve the Zion 
Lutheran Church to be used as the election polling place in Redbank East as presented, the motion passed. 
Roll call vote: Commissioner Tharan-yes; Commissioner Brosius-yes; Commissioner Heasley-yes 

7. Request of a penalty abatement of taxes for a location in Farmington Township for the tax year, 3rd 
Quarter 2009 through the 4th Quarter 2015. 

Note: The commissioners noted that this business of cabin rental did not realize that hotel tax was due from 
its business. When this was realized the owners came forward to pay all past taxes owed.  
On a motion made by Commissioner Brosius and second by Commissioner Heasley to approve the Hotel Tax 
abatement for a business in Farmington Twp and declare all past due amount paid in full, the motion passed. 
Roll call vote: Commissioner Tharan-yes; Commissioner Brosius-yes; Commissioner Heasley-yes 

8. Appointments to the Buildings and Grounds Advisory Committee 
North of I-80: Gregory Clark, Marble; Gene Lerch, Clarion; and Barney Knorr, Cranberry (Clarion Co)        
South of I-80: Steve Allison, Fairmount City; Brian Stewart, Sligo; and Barbara Romig, Clarion 
On a motion made by Commissioner Brosius and second by Commissioner Heasley to approve the six 
appointments to the Buildings and Grounds Advisory Committee as presented, the motion passed. 
Roll call vote: Commissioner Tharan-yes; Commissioner Brosius-yes; Commissioner Heasley-yes 

9. Request for use of  county property: 
a) March of Dimes Foundation requests the use of the Veterans Memorial Park and Gazebo for 

use as checkpoints for walkers in the March for Babies Walk on Saturday, April 30, from 7 
a.m. to 1 p.m.   

b) Clarion County Farmers’ Market Association request to use of the courthouse employee 
parking lot for the purpose of holding the Farmers’ Market on Saturdays from 8 a.m. to noon 
starting May 14 through October 29, 2016. 

On a motion made by Commissioner Brosius and second by Commissioner Heasley to approve the use of the 
Veterans Memorial Park/Gazebo as presented, the motion passed without opposition. 

10. Treasurer’s report: Balance as of today is $2.7 million. 
11. Approval of the General Fund bills dated: February 5 – 18, 2016, totaling $670,660.37. 

On a motion made by Commissioner Heasley and second by Commissioner Brosius to approve the payment 
of the general fund bills as presented, the motion passed. 
Roll call vote: Commissioner Tharan-yes; Commissioner Brosius-yes; Commissioner Heasley-yes 

12. Approval of the budget transfers for the dates of  January 1 – February 18, 2016, totaling $1,992.00 
On a motion made by Commissioner Brosius and second by Commissioner Heasley to approve the budget 
transfers as presented, the motion passed. 
Roll call vote: Commissioner Tharan-yes; Commissioner Brosius-yes; Commissioner Heasley-yes 



 

Other Business: 
1) A contract was presented on behalf of the District Attorney’s Office with Jacqueline Mizerock for 

duties as Second Assistant District Attorney.      Cost: $2,500/month Term: annual 
On a motion made by Commissioner Tharan and second by Commissioner Heasley to approve the contract 
with Mizerock as presented, the motion passed. 
Department Head Questions or Comments: There were no questions or comments at this meeting. 
Public Questions and Answer Period: 
Evanne Gareis asked if the Redbank Park Authority’s need was for water/sewage or just sewage. (The 
county-aid grant is for water and sewage to help pay for materials.) She asked amount requested. ($67,000) 
Ron Wilshire questioned the increase in the therapeutic foster care. 
Greg Faller questioned the purchase of a 2014 vehicle. (This is a new, never used vehicle. Rupert announced 
that she had no problem with an older vehicle that had never been used.) 
Mike Collins asked for further explanation on the agreement to share GIS data and length of contract. 
Steve Allison stated that GIS mapping is not always correct.  
Wilshire asked if Seneca Resources will be able to sell the information. (The contract states that they will not 
sell the information collected.) 
Adjournment: On a motion made by Commissioner Brosius and second by Commissioner Heasley to adjourn 
the meeting at 9:34 a.m. the motion passed without opposition. 

DEPARTMENT FROM TO TOTAL 
DISTRICT COURT 18-3-04 MATERIALS & SUPPLIES INSURANCE $16.00
DISTRICT COURT 18-3-03 MATERIALS & SUPPLIES INSURANCE $32.00
COMMISSIONERS TRAVEL DUES $1,944.00

TOTAL $1,992.00


